
1 118andWest

Rules for a 
secondary suite  
in the B.C. Interior

HOME
RENOS

presented by

Issue No. 2 

118andwest.com

Home renovations to consider 

before listing your home

What is B.C.’s 
mortgage stress 
test, and how 
does it affect me? 



118andWest

MICHAEL LOEWEN

Michael loves living and selling 
the Okanagan for all it’s worth. As 
a Rotarian and volunteer in many 
aspects of the community, being 
of service is very important to him. 
Whether helping his clients in buying 
or selling a home, or just seeking 
answers about real estate issues, 
Michael truly enjoys what he does.

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

118 and West is a quarterly magazine 
developed by real estate professionals 
for those looking to buy, sell or who 
simply like keeping their real estate ear to 
the ground.  

Well, we just so happen to know a little 
something about real estate, especially 
when it comes to the local market. 
Whether you are planning to change 
your real estate status or are looking 
to relocate to what the Huffington Post 
calls “the No. 1 wine destination in the 
world”, 118 and West has you covered 
with authoritative knowledge and in-
depth insight into the B.C. Interior real 
estate market.

Best of all, the source of this news is one 
on which you can rely: the largest regional 
real estate board in the B.C. Interior and 
those immersed in the local market on a 
daily basis – our REALTOR® members. 

As you may have already guessed, 
118 and West, the brand, is grounded 
in navigation and guidance. The 118th 
degree of longitude and west of this 
geographical coordinate is used to 

pinpoint the region served by the 
Okanagan Mainline Real Estate Board and 
our REALTOR® members, which stretches 
throughout the region of Peachland to the 
Shuswap and Revelstoke. 

Like most navigation systems, it is our 
hope that 118 and West (both the brand 
and the magazine) will serve as a beacon 
to further your understanding of the 
local real estate market and become a 
resource you can use to successfully 
plot your course in the sometimes 
overwhelming waters of real estate. 

I hope you enjoy the 118 and West 
magazine and that it, as well as our 
professional REALTORS®, assist you in 
achieving your real estate dreams!  

Happy reading and welcome to the  
118 and West family!

Michael Loewen
President, OMREB

A message from OMREB President, 
Michael Loewen
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tenant, excess repair costs, and more. As a 
landlord it is your responsibility to understand 
the rights of both landlords and tenants.

While employing a property management 
firm can take a lot of the stress off of the 
landlord, they typically charge 7-10% of the 
rental income. It is up to you as the landlord to 
determine the cost-benefit of working with a 
property manager.

operating a rental property are that the 
property could sit vacant and, as a landlord, 
you are still responsible for all expenses. With 
the introduction of the speculation tax in 
British Columbia, be sure to understand how a 
vacant rental property will affect you and what 
regions are affected.

Other expenses are that, if you have unreliable 
tenants, there will be additional legal expenses 
for any emergencies that arise, eviction of a 

WHAT TO KNOW BEFORE OPERATING A RENTAL PROPERTY IN THE B.C. INTERIOR

What to know before operating  
a rental property in the B.C. Interior
Thinking of purchasing a secondary residence to use as a rental property?  
Owning and operating a rental property is a long-term investment that requires dedication.
It is important to know the benefits, risks, and responsibilities of being a landlord and how to protect yourself and your tenants by 
understanding tenancy law in British Columbia. There are also financial goals you need to reach before you can operate a rental property 
and people you can employ to help ensure your property is running smoothly.

Benefits and risks of 
operating a rental property
The primary benefit of a rental property is 
when it begins producing a healthy net return. 
Many landlords are able to not only cover 
mortgage payments and expenses, but also 
make a profit from their rental property. Be sure 
to understand how you can affect the equity of 
your property and how it will change over time.

The minimum requirement of operating a 
rental property for a landlord is to cover all 
expenses for that property. If all expenses can 
be covered by the rental income, the mortgage 
of the property will continue to be reduced 
each month and the landlord will be closer to 
making more profit from their rental property.

Appreciation is one of the benefits of operating 
a rental property. Passive appreciation is the 
increase of your property’s value over time 
through improvements and inflation of the 
surrounding area. As a landlord, it is important 
to stay up-to-date on improvements such 
as shopping centres, infrastructure, schools, 
hospitals, transit, residential developments, 
and more which will contribute to the passive 
appreciation of your property.

Landlords might not have much say or 
influence over passive appreciation, but 
analyzing an area before purchasing a rental 
property, with the help of your REALTOR®, is 
always a good start.

Active appreciation is another story. By making 
improvements to your rental property, you will 
increase its value. Renovations are typically the 
best way to increase the value of your property 
and it will make your property more appealing 
to renters. You can charge higher rent, and it 
will increase the equity of your property if you 
decide to sell or finance down the road.
Some risks that come with owning and 
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Managing your tenants
The landlord is required to prepare a written 
agreement for every tenancy. Paying a 
security deposit establishes a tenancy and 
both parties must sign and date the fixed-
term or periodic tenancy agreement.
All tenants and landlords must be signed on 
the agreement or they may have no rights 
under the tenancy agreement. As a landlord, 
you must provide a printed copy to the tenant 
within 21 days.

Be sure to understand everything that goes 
into a tenancy agreement, the rights of both 
parties, and the various procedures you must 
complete before a tenancy can begin.

Following all of the proper procedures will 
protect you, the landlord, and your tenants. 
Keep a list of professionals that you can call 
with questions or concerns to keep things 
moving smoothly. If you feel there is too much 
to manage or you would like to pass on some 
of the workload, a property manager might be 
a great option for you.

_

Determine your financial 
standing and build your 
network
There are a lot of moving parts when operating 
a rental property. Be aware of the state of your 
finances and credit to ensure you’re able to 
handle the minimum 20% down payment to 

secure financing for a second property, any 
and all closing costs, taxes, fees, repairs, and 
more. It is also important to know whether the 
equity of your primary residence can be used 
as a potential financing source for your rental 
property or not.

Rental properties are long-term investment 
options to build your capital. Be sure to find 
and employ the right people to advise and 
assist you throughout the entire process. 
When shopping for and purchasing a home it 
is best to consult a REALTOR®. They know the 
market, are able to interpret important market 
data and can help you find the ideal property.
There are a number of professionals, including 
banks, credit unions, and mortgage brokers, 
who can assist you in obtaining a mortgage. 
Accountants to help you navigate taxes, fees, 

_ 

As a landlord, it is 
your responsibility 
to keep things 
running smoothly. 
Even if you decide 
to employ a 
property manager, 
you are liable for 
everything, so be 
sure to check in 
regularly.

2118andWest

WHAT TO KNOW BEFORE OPERATING A RENTAL PROPERTY IN THE B.C. INTERIOR

and anything related to your finances. Lawyers 
to provide advice and assistance with landlord 
and tenant rights and leases within tenancy 
law. Tradespeople to assist you with any 
repairs that you may need.

As a landlord, it is your responsibility to keep 
things running smoothly. Even if you decide to 
employ a property manager, you are liable for 
everything, so be sure to check in regularly.

Rights and responsibilities 
of a landlord
As a landlord, it’s important to know your 
rights. British Columbia has tenancy rules 
that landlords should be fully aware of prior to 
owning and operating a rental property. These 
rules can impact the viability and the operation 
of the rental property.

Tenancy rules cover things like deposits, locks, 
pets, and smoking, as well as the rules for 
evictions, inspections, repairs, rent increases 
and more. Be sure to do your research on 
the British Columbia tenancy rules before 
operating your rental property.
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WHAT IS B.C.’S  
mortgage stress test,
AND HOW DOES IT AFFECT ME?



It is important to know what you can safely afford when you are shopping for a house — what 
your limit is and how you can plan for the future. 

With interest rates expected to increase, you do not want to find yourself trapped in a mortgage you cannot 
afford. Mortgage stress tests are used to keep homeowners from over-extending their finances.

What is a mortgage  
stress test
First of all, you might be wondering what, 
exactly, is a mortgage stress test. Whether 
you are a prospective homebuyer, or a current 
homeowner whose mortgage will soon be 
up for renewal, you should be aware of the 
effects the stress test can have on your ability 
to be approved for a mortgage.

The purpose of the mortgage stress test is to 
assess whether you would still be able to make 
your monthly mortgage payments should 
interest rates increase in the years to come.

As of January 2018, even those who put a 
20% down payment towards a home will have 
to undergo a mortgage stress test. Prior to 
this change, only those who were putting less 
than 20% down were required to take the test.

How does it work
If you have 20% to put down on a home, the 
mortgage stress test qualifying rate would be 
the rate offered by your lender plus 2% or the 
Bank of Canada’s five-year benchmark rate, 
whichever is higher.

WHAT IS B.C.’S MORTGAGE STRESS TEST, AND HOW DOES IT AFFECT ME?

This percentage is used to determine whether 
or not you would be able to afford the new 
monthly mortgage payment if interest rates 
were to increase.

Now if you have less than 20% to put down, 
your rates from a lender are typically higher, 
so your mortgage stress test qualifying rate 
would be different. It would be calculated 
using either the Bank of Canada’s five-year 
benchmark rate or simply your lenders’ rate, 
without the 2% increase, to calculate the 
potential monthly payments. Again, the  
higher of the two is chosen.

Because of these mortgage policy changes, 
the amount for which you can be approved 
for will be lower than it was previously. But, as 
more interest rate hikes are expected in the 
future, you will be safer in the long run, which 
is the goal.  

Fixed or variable mortgages
People with fixed mortgages might feel quite 
safe, but the mortgage stress test can affect 
you as well. Those renewing their mortgages 
with the same lender will not need a new 
qualifying rate. If you decide to change 
lenders or to refinance then a mortgage stress 
test is required to determine a new rate.

Anyone with a variable mortgage knows to 
watch interest rates and they will be affected 
immediately following an increased rate.

Take the time to determine what you can 
safely afford and how you can set yourself up 
for success in the long term. While the stress 
test may reduce the amount of homes that 
you can afford, the mortgage stress test is 
designed to protect Canadians from over-
extending their finances and falling into a trap 
down the road.

_

_ 
The mortgage stress 
test is designed to 
protect Canadians 
from over-extending 
their finances and 
falling into a trap 
down the road.
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bylaws before starting the process of building 
a secondary suite.

A seller with an unauthorized illegal suite is 
at risk and should be aware that at any time, 
their municipality could demand that they 
legitimize their suite, which can be pricey,  
or remove it.

Local municipal bylaws
Not only are there provincial requirements for 
a legal secondary suite, but municipal bylaws 
also play a role in determining legality.

Depending on the location of your home, there 
will be different zoning bylaws that you must 
follow. In some areas, a secondary suite is 
not allowed, so be sure to check your local 

RULES FOR A SECONDARY SUITE IN THE B.C. INTERIOR

Rules for a secondary suite in the B.C. Interior
Nowadays it is not uncommon for homeowners to subsidize their mortgage payments by constructing and leasing out a secondary suite 
in their home. While becoming a landlord and dealing with tenants will have its own benefits and challenges, there are some important 
factors you need to consider before taking a sledgehammer to any existing walls. Knowing what red tape to get through should be your 
first step in ensuring your secondary suite gets approved legally.

There are provincial and municipal bylaws that you must follow, with various permits and inspections required. Most importantly, adhering  
to building, fire and electrical codes when constructing your secondary suite is an absolute must to meet approval requirements.

Having a legal suite in a home can be helpful to buyers who are looking to qualify for the purchase of a 
home. The additional income makes it easier for buyers to get approved, allowing them to afford more home. 
Qualification and approval can be dependent on a number of factors and, potentially, whether a secondary suite 
is illegal, authorized or unauthorized.

B.C. Building Code 
requirements for a  
legal suite
According to the British Columbia Building 
Code, a secondary suite is an additional living 
space to the owners’ principal residence that 
cannot exceed 90 square metres or 40% of the 
habitable floor space, whichever is the lowest.

To have your secondary suite approved 
and considered legal, there are various 
requirements from the provincial government 
that you must follow. A secondary suite must 
have an independent entrance with a door 
that connects both living spaces inside the 
home, securely locked of course.

For heating, the system must be independent 
from the main living space. All bedrooms 
must have an opening window in case of 
emergencies and there must be proper 
heating, plumbing, ventilation and electrical 
systems in place throughout the suite. 

The suite must have a kitchen sink, bathtub or 
shower, lavatory, and water closet — keep in 
mind that those last three tend to go together.

Smoke and carbon monoxide alarms are 
required for both living spaces on every level 
and near bedrooms. This, combined with 
proper ventilation, will keep everyone safe in 
the case of an emergency.

Finally, remember that the B.C. Residential 
Tenancy Act applies to both a legal suite 
and an illegal suite. If your tenant signed a 
tenancy agreement with the landlord then 
they will be covered by the B.C. Residential 
Tenancy Act, illegal suite or not.



On top of zone-specific issues that need to be 
addressed, local bylaws can restrict things like 
the size and location of the secondary suite on 
your property, what kind of parking the landlord 
is legally required to provide, and more.

Check your own municipal bylaws to see what 
requirements and restrictions your property 
will have to create a legal secondary suite.

Permits and inspections
Permits and inspections are under municipal 
control. Inspectors will tell you what further 
steps you will need to take for your secondary 
suite to become approved. Be sure to follow all 
of the proper procedures for your best chance 
to be approved and to avoid any further fees and 
delays.

First and foremost, you will need a building 
permit if you are constructing a new space, 
renovating an old space or building an addition 
onto your existing home. To get this you must fill 
out a building permit application form for your 
municipality, pay the fee and book an inspection 
to see if your home will meet the building codes. 
Some situations in municipalities will exempt 
you from needing an inspection.

Once you are approved you will receive the 
building permit. If there is already plumbing 
in place, a plumbing permit is not necessary, 
otherwise it is. Fire and electrical codes must 
also be met.

Before, during and after constructing your 
secondary suite, be aware of all the provincial 
and municipal bylaws that will affect you as 
well. After construction, your secondary  
suite will most likely be inspected again.
If your suite is determined to be illegal, you 
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will be forced to make renovations to alter or 
remove the suite from your home. This can be 
costly and can have an affect on your coverage. 
Be sure to be diligent before buying a home and 
ask that the documents be properly checked to 
determine if the secondary suite is legal or not.

It’s important to understand the terms of your 
insurance policy as well. If you don’t disclose 
your secondary suite to your insurance 
provider, you may lose your coverage 
altogether as the contract will be nulled.

Apply for and complete all the necessary 
permits and inspections to keep everyone 
safe and to avoid harsh penalty fees from 
negligence.

_

_

If you don’t disclose your secondary suite
to your insurance provider, you may lose 
your coverage altogether as the contract 
will be nulled.
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down payment 
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_
Transportation is a big one. 

In 2016, British Columbian households
spent an average of over $12,000 on 
transportation — shifting some of that 
to your down payment savings could 
make a big difference.
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Saving for a down payment is a significant financial milestone. It may not be an easy feat, but it’s a possibility for 
many, and it’s an investment that pays off down the road. There are plenty of ways to save for a down payment and 
become a first-time homebuyer. The challenge is prioritizing your spending, getting an idea of what you can afford, 
and staying focused on your goal: owning a home.

Here are a few tips to help you save up for a down payment and turn your dream of being a homeowner into a reality. 

HOW TO SAVE FOR A DOWN PAYMENT

Set a goal, and be realistic
Goals act as excellent motivators, giving you 
something specific to work towards and a 
vision for the future. A goal that is too lofty, 
however, can have the opposite effect — so 
be realistic.

How much home can you really afford?  
And not just afford, but afford comfortably — 
because being ‘house poor’ is no fun.

Meet with a lender or mortgage broker to 
find out what you’re eligible for. With stricter 
lending laws and the mortgage stress test, a 
potential rise in interest rates must be taken 
into account when determining what you 
can afford in B.C. This means you now need 
to have more of a ‘safety cushion’ than was 
required in the past. While this may mean 
you have to save up a bit more, it also helps 
protect buyers from purchasing more home 
than they can afford.

Next, meet with a REALTOR®, who can 
advise you and help you navigate the market 
to get an idea of the types of properties and 
homes that might fit within your budget. A 
REALTOR® is your best resource when buying 
a home, so be sure to take advantage of their 
in-depth knowledge and insight.

If at this point your home buying goals are 
starting to feel unrealistic, don’t lose hope. 
One mistake that many make, especially 
when buying their first home, is thinking 
they have to find something perfect. It’s 
a significant purchase, but rather than 
searching for your ‘forever home’, think of it 
as a step in the right direction.

While a full, detached home with a big yard 
and complete basement suite may be your 
ultimate ‘ideal’, you may also want to consider 
a townhome or a condominium as a first 
purchase. Potentially less expensive than a 
detached single family home, a townhouse or 
condo may help you get your foot in the real 

estate door, and allow you to start building 
equity which may enable you to upgrade to a 
bigger home in the future.

If you’re handy, consider looking at homes 
that could increase in value with a few 
upgrades or renovations. Another option is to 
look at up-and-coming areas, outside of the 
pricier markets.

Cut out unnecessary 
spending
With a better idea of what you’re working 
towards, you may feel even more  motivated 
to save.

Create a budget and take a look at where 
you’re spending your money. Then, look for 
items that you can cut out. You’ll have to make 
some sacrifices, but that doesn’t mean life has 
to be drag — you just need to get creative!

Transportation is a big one. Do you really need 
a vehicle? Is taking the bus, walking, biking 
or carpooling an option? In 2016, British 
Columbian households spent an average of 
over $12,000 on transportation — shifting 
some of that to your down payment savings 
could make a big difference.

Some other places you may be able to cut 
back are unnecessary subscriptions or 
memberships, and dining out or buying fancy 
coffees. If you enjoy shopping, try second-
hand shops. Still paying for cable? There may 
be online options that are more affordable. 
Instead of buying expensive gifts for friends 
and family, consider giving them something 
homemade or better yet, your time. The little 
things do add up!

If you’re really looking to fast-track your 
savings, consider downgrading your current 
rental situation, whether that means moving 
to a cheaper rental, taking on roommates or 
even moving home if that’s an option for you. 
You wouldn’t be the only one taking this route!

Use a savings account
A savings account is a great way to stay 
accountable and keep track of your down 
payment fund.

Talk to your financial institution about setting 
up automatic payments to your savings 
account, so you don’t even have to think 
about it. Add extra cash when you can. While 
you’re there, ask them about opening a tax-
free savings account, or TFSA, so that you 
aren’t penalized for withdrawals. 

You may also want to consider opening an 
RRSP, if you haven’t already. If you’re planning 
on purchasing your first home, you may be 
eligible for the Home Buyers’ Plan, which 
allows you to withdraw up to $25,000 from 
your RRSPs for your down payment.

Get a side gig
Another easy way to save money? To put it 
simply, make more of it. 

If you have some free time on your hands, 
why not take on a side hustle? Check out part 
time jobs in your area. If you have any special 
skills, try freelancing. Don’t overwork yourself, 
but if you are able to make it work, the extra 
income can make a difference.

If you’re working hard in your current career, 
there’s also the option to request a raise. 
If you don’t ask, how will you know? If your 
wishes are granted, funnel all that extra cash 
straight into your down payment fund.

Keep your eyes on the prize
If you ever start to feel defeated, remember 
your end goal. It’s not a race, and it can take 
some time, but with the right amount of drive 
and focus you can make it happen.

Ready, set, save! 
_
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Freshen up your exterior
First impressions matter! Often, all it takes 
is a few seconds for someone to form an 
opinion. With some clever landscaping and 
exterior updates, potential buyers may start 
falling in love with your place before they even 
step inside. 

Maintain any existing plants, trees or 
shrubberies. Power wash your driveway and 
home exterior (and hey, if your home is due 
for a fresh coat of paint or new siding, now 
may be the time!). Painting the front door can 
be surprisingly effective, too.

Fertilize and mow your lawn, and add some 
seasonal plants for a pop of colour. If you’re 
going for more of a low-maintenance appeal, 
consider swapping your traditional lawn and 
garden for a modern xeriscape with attractive 
rocks and desert grasses.

Adding a focal point, like a fountain, walkway, 
garden or pergola, can help make your home 
stand out. Adding or updating any fencing, 
patios or decks will also work in your favour.

Give your bathroom  
a refresh
The bathroom is often considered one of 
the most important rooms next to the 
kitchen. Luckily, a few simple changes can 
transform your outdated bathroom into a 
fresh, clean oasis.

If replacing the tub isn’t an option, a reglaze 
can make your current setup look like new. 
Consider adding new caulking, regrouting 
tile, and updating the mirror and backsplash 
for a fairly easy, yet effective, bathroom 
makeover.

And, as you’ll see a 
few times throughout 
this article, a fresh 
coat of paint never 
hurts!

HOME RENOVATIONS TO CONSIDER BEFORE LISTING YOUR HOME

Home renovations to consider before listing your home
Planning to sell your home in the B.C. Interior in the near future? If so, you’ll want to make sure that you get the best possible return on your investment.

Completing upgrades on your home is a great way to increase its value. However, renovations can be costly (both in time and money), so it’s important that 
they give you a good bang for your buck.

Here are some of the best renovations to complete if you’re looking to increase your 
home’s value before selling.

Upgrade the kitchen
The kitchen is arguably one of the most 
important rooms in a home when it comes 
to real estate transactions. The quality of the 
kitchen not only increases the asking price, but 
can make or break the deal for some buyers. 

If a full remodel isn’t an option, consider 
completing some smaller upgrades that 
still make a big difference. Try replacing old 
countertops and cabinets, or even sanding and 
repainting old cabinets for a more affordable 
alternative. Add in a fresh coat of paint on the 
walls, upgraded hardware, modernized lighting 
fixtures, and voila — you have a fresh, new space!

If your appliances are looking a little worse 
for wear, you may want to consider replacing 
them. If this is an investment you’re planning 
to make, look for a matching set of energy-
efficient appliances. _

Add in a fresh coat of paint on the 
walls, upgraded hardware, modernized 
lighting fixtures, and voila — you have a 
fresh, new space!



Don’t forget the basement
A useful basement can make all the difference 
to homebuyers. Depending on your target 
market, you may want to transform your 
basement into a fun entertainment space, a 
flex space for a gym or studio, or a space for 
additional bedrooms. The same can go for a 
bonus room in the home.

With a rise in the popularity of income helpers, 
turning your basement into a secondary 
suite is a sure way to increase the value of 
your home. Just be aware of the rules for a 
secondary suite in the B.C. Interior before you 
begin building.

If you’re completing significant renovations on 
your basement, consider taking precautionary 
measures to prevent flood damage. Make 
sure buyers are aware of how this could save 
them frustration and money in the future.

Other upgrade options
If renovating an entire room isn’t warranted or 
in the budget, there are some simple upgrades 
that you can complete throughout your home 
to increase its overall value.

Substituting windows, casings and coverings 
can not only add to the efficiency of your 
home, but the overall aesthetic appeal, as 
well. Let in that natural light!

Replacing outdated fixtures or hardware 
throughout the home can add a lovely 
finishing touch, a fresh coat of paint can make 
a big difference, and don’t forget to stage your 
home properly for photos and showings. 

These tips can help increase the value of your 
home — but that doesn’t necessarily mean it 
will sell itself. Working with an experienced 
REALTOR® is the best way to ensure that you 
will get the best price for your home, in the 
least amount of time.

Because a REALTOR® knows the market, 
local neighbourhoods and what buyers are 
looking for, they can help advise on which 
renovations might be the most effective.

_
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MAKE THE MOST OF SUMMER WITH THESE 
yard upgrades

(AND INCREASE YOUR PROPERTY VALUE WHILE YOU’RE AT IT) 
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Install a fence
Now that you’ve got your paradise all set up, 
it’s important to keep it safe. Fences provide 
protection by keeping unwanted animals and 
people out, and children and pets in. There are 
a wide range of fences that you can install, 
just be sure to pick the one that suits your 
home and needs.

A new fence can significantly increase your 
property value, but avoid blocking appealing 
views — a beautiful view of a sparkling lake, 
mountainous valley, cityscape, or lush forest 
just can’t be beat.

An arbour, trellis, or pergola might also be 
perfect for your space. These are beautiful 
additions to any yard and can make your 
home look like a slice of paradise.

Your home will appeal to different people 
depending on the yard features you include.  
A REALTOR® can offer you direction as to what 
buyers in your area are searching for, and how 
to best increase the value of your property.

Cheers to summer!
_

Outdoor patio
Ever feel like there is something missing at 
family events or get-togethers with friends? 
Perhaps you’re just missing an outdoor space 
where everyone can gather and enjoy some 
delicious food. During B.C. summers, there’s 
nothing better than an outdoor barbecue with 
family and friends under the sun.

Build an outdoor patio to match your style 
and enjoy! An outdoor patio increases your 
property value by providing additional space 
for guests to socialize and dine. 

Fire pit
Speaking of get-togethers, wouldn’t it be nice 
to gather around a fire pit on cooler evenings? 
Be sure to know all the rules and regulations 
of owning and operating a fire pit in British 
Columbia, and be aware of fire bans during the 
peak summer months.

A fire pit and outdoor patio go together 
naturally. With both, your home will surely be 
the go-to for backyard gatherings! 

Add a pool or pond
For some, a pond or pool provides a peaceful 
escape from the busy world. Provided they are 
well taken care of, these water features can help 
make your home stand out from the crowd. 
Having a pool or pond will require consistent 
maintenance, but if you’re up for it, your property 
value is likely to increase and you’ll have another 
reason to spend time out in your yard.

MAKE THE MOST OF SUMMER WITH THESE YARD UPGRADES

With easy access to nature and amazing year-round weather, it’s no wonder why people want 
to live in the B.C. Interior. Having a beautiful outdoor oasis right in your backyard is one way 
to make the most of all that this region has to offer — especially during the summer.

What’s more, adding and maintaining yard features can potentially help increase the value of your home and attract more 
buyers when it’s time to sell.

Whether you plan on enjoying your yard for years to come or are preparing to make a move, here are some ways to spruce 
up your outdoor space for summer.

Landscaping
Simply cleaning up your yard and getting rid 
of clutter is a great place to start. Be sure to 
keep your lawn, hedges and trees trimmed, 
fix discoloured patches of grass, and rake 
up any leaves. Landscaping makes a world 
of difference. Boost your curb appeal by 
maintaining a clean yard and your home’s 
property value is likely to improve.

Proper landscaping can take a bit of work 
at first, but once you set everything up and 
develop a routine, staying on top of the 
maintenance is much easier and can even be 
an enjoyable hobby!

Add a garden
Any green thumbs out there? A garden is a 
great way to get out in the sun and connect 
with nature — that is why it is a sought-after 
feature for many homebuyers. Complement it 
with a garden shed and you’re all set.

It could be a full garden, a raised garden, or 
simply an area that has been blocked out for 
a garden to be put in. Vegetable gardens are 
becoming especially popular — the idea of 
growing fresh produce and herbs right in your 
backyard is not only appealing for its eco-
friendly benefits, but for its economical and 
health rewards, too!

Unsure where to begin? Your local nursery can 
help you find easy-to-maintain garden starters.
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